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I. LOW DENSITY ROD 

A. Objective : Develop a continuous process for the production of 
reduced density cigarettes. 

B. Results : Fabrication of a redesigned microwave cavity expected 
to have a higher power capacity and to be less sensitive to 
process variations is underway. Delivery of the cavity is 
expected by the end of July. Installation and testing of the 
cavity is therefore expected to begin in August f dependent upon 
the sample production schedule. 

A problem with frequent jams under the suction tape shoe was 
traced to an incorrect clearance between the shoe and the suction 
tape which apparently resulted when a broken shoe was replaced. 

Production of samples to support binder application studies by 
Project 1503 continued. 

Preparation of a report documenting the design of the making 
process was initiated. 

C. Plana : Produce additional samples as requested by New Products 
for sidestream studies. Produce samples as requested by Project 
1503 for binder application studies. Conduct several "baseline" 
runs to define the firmness/density relationship obtainable with 
the current process using Marlboro type fillers. Evaluate the 
impact of moisture addition to the tobacco bed on cigarette 
quality. 


11 • M^nthgl AppUafcjg a t P f p jl 

A. Objective : Evaluate molten menthol application as a means of 
applying menthol to foil without the ethanol carrier. 

B. Results : Preliminary trials were conducted to check out the 
operation of the Kaymich on the PM coater. Several bobbins were 
produced using the smear roller and have been submitted for 
testing. Attempts to operate the unit with the foil bypassing 
the smearing roller were unsuccessful, however, because of 
interference between the foil and the nozzle bracket. This 
problem will be alleviated by fabricating a longer mounting shaft 
for the bracket. 

C. Plans : Fabricate and install a longer nozzle mounting shaft to 
allow the smearing roller to be bypassed. Determine the effect 
of residence time on foil contamination. Establish the operating 
conditions which minimize the retention of menthol on the foil 
face. Determine the maximum loading of menthol on the foil 
obtainable with this process. 
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